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Wild Combination is a rapid ideation game where 
participants apply technologies to real-life scenarios  
in order to create novel solutions for people.  
Here’s how it works:

There are three kinds of cards: Scenario cards, 
Technology cards, and User cards. Participants pull 
one card from each pile and try to generate a solution 
that satisfies the combination, writing it down on the 
response form. If a participant gets stuck, they can swap 
out cards until they find a combination that works for 
them. Once the combination has been satisfied, the set 
should be discarded and a new set drawn. 

About Wild Combination
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1 Practice Round 10 minutes

As a trial run, everyone should work with the same set of cards. After roughly 5 
minutes, participants should share their answers with each other and discuss.

2 Wild Combination 30 minutes

After the practice round, participants should work from their own set of cards, 
spending roughly 5 minutes generating responses to multiple sets. This should be 
followed by 10 minutes of sharing and discussion. Repeat twice for a total of 30 
minutes.

3 Affinity Mapping & Theme Identification 20 minutes

After generating and sharing responses, each group should try to find connections 
between various solutions by grouping them according to common traits (“affinity 
mapping”). One group of solutions might apply technology in a similar way, while 
another might have a common approach to engaging with a community. These 
groups will then be summarized with a descriptive title and become the themes 
that drive the development and refinement of more realistic (read: less wild) 
solutions. 

How to Run a Wild Combination Workshop
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1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5
6 6

Take one card from each of the  
User, Technology, and Scenario decks.

Use the combination to come up with  
a solution.  

Write and/or draw your idea on the  
response form. 

If the combination is too difficult,  
you may swap out a card.

Once your idea has been written down,  
discard the set and draw three new cards. 

Repeat until time runs out.

Take one card from each of the  
User, Technology, and Scenario decks.

Use the combination to come up with  
a solution.  

Write and/or draw your idea on the  
response form. 

If the combination is too difficult,  
you may swap out a card.

Once your idea has been written down,  
discard the set and draw three new cards. 

Repeat until time runs out.

Remember: There are no bad ideas,  
only wild combinations! #wildcombo
 
For a digital copy visit:  
connectedlab.com/wildcombination

Remember: There are no bad ideas,  
only wild combinations! #wildcombo
 
For a digital copy visit:  
connectedlab.com/wildcombination

Instructions Instructions

Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 
International (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 
International (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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User

User

User

User
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BACK

A construction 
worker

User

A high school 
teacher

User

A florist

User

An elderly person

User
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BACK

A food inspector

User

A landlord

User

A police officer

User

A city dweller 
without a car

User
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A bus driver

User

A houseboat 
resident

User

An accountant

User

A chef at a popular 
local restaurant

User
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BACK

A high school 
principal

User

A business person

User

A government 
minister

User

A farmer

User
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An ambulance 
driver

User

A tourist

User

A cab driver

User

A homeless person

User
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A recently 
rehabilitated 
criminal

User

A Canadian Border 
Services Agency 
officer

User

A young female 
apartment tenant

User

A vacationing 
university student

User
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BACK

User User

A parking 
enforcement officer

User

A veteran

User

A homeowner A rental tenant
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An Uber driver

User User

A minor

User

A building inspector

User

A bike courier

18



BACK

A journalist

User

A city planner

User

A daycare worker

User

A diabetic

User
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A newly arrived 
immigrant

User

The mayor

User

A librarian

User

An undocumented 
worker

User
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A politician

User

An unpaid intern

User

A family living 
below the poverty 
line

User

A stay-at-home 
parent

User
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A cyclist

User

A pharmacist

User

A drug addict

User

A garbage truck 
driver

User
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A differently abled 
person

User

A temp worker

User

User

A lifelong city 
resident

User

A community 
outreach volunteer
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A busker

User

A small business 
owner

User

A museum guide

User

A nurse

User
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A retired physician

User

An immigration 
lawyer

User

A guidance 
counsellor

User

An assisted-living 
resident

User
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A spiritual leader

User User

A retiree

User

An unemployed 
person

User

A kindergarten 
teacher
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A postal worker

User

A mental health 
professional

User

A nonnative English 
speaker

User

A gardener

User
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BACK

A soldier

User

A whistleblower

User

A medical 
professional

User

A drunk

User
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Technology

Technology

Technology

Technology
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BACK

5G is the term used to describe the next generation 
of mobile networks beyond the 4G LTE mobile 
networks of today.

Technology

Source: SDX Central

5G

Sometimes called artificial emotional intelligence 
or emotion AI, Affective Computing is the study 
and development of systems and devices that can 
recognize, interpret, process, and simulate human 
affects. It is an interdisciplinary field spanning 
computer science, psychology, and cognitive 
science.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Affective Computing

Artificial Intelligence is the theory and development 
of computer systems able to perform tasks that 
normally require human intelligence, such as visual 
perception, speech recognition, decision-making, 
and language translation.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Augmented Reality is a technology that 
superimposes a computer-generated image on 
a user’s view of the real world, thus providing a 
composite view.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Augmented Reality (AR)
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Big Data refers to extremely large data sets that 
may be analyzed computationally to reveal patterns, 
trends, and associations, especially relating to 
human behaviour and interactions.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Big Data

A bicycle-sharing system, public bicycle system, or 
bike-share scheme, is a service in which bicycles 
are made available for shared use to individuals on a 
very short-term basis.

Examples: BIXI, Citi Bike, Bike Share Toronto

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Bicycle-Sharing Systems

Biometric Verification is any means by which a 
person can be uniquely identified by evaluating 
one or more distinguishing biological traits. Unique 
identifiers include fingerprints, hand geometry, 
earlobe geometry, retina and iris patterns, voice 
waves, DNA, and signatures.

Technology

Source: TechTarget

Biometric Verification

BitTorrent is a communication protocol for peer-to-
peer file sharing (P2P) which is used to distribute 
data and electronic files over the Internet.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

BitTorrent
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Blockchain refers to a digital ledger in which 
transactions made in bitcoin or another 
cryptocurrency are recorded chronologically  
and publicly.

Examples: BitCoin, Ethereum, Zcash, Dash

Technology

Source: OpenLedger

Blockchain

Bluetooth Beacons are low-energy bluetooth 
devices which broadcast their location, name, 
and potentially associated URLs to nearby mobile 
devices.

Technology

Bluetooth Beacons

A Wearable Camera is a wearable audio, video, or 
photographic recording system.

Examples: Police body camera, lifelogging body 
camera

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Wearable Cameras

A chatbot is a computer program designed to 
simulate conversation with human users, especially 
over the Internet.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Chatbots
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Cloud Computing is an information technology 
paradigm that enables ubiquitous access to shared 
pools of configurable system resources and higher-
level services that can be rapidly provisioned with 
minimal management effort, often over the Internet. 
Cloud Computing relies on sharing of resources to 
achieve coherence and economy of scale, similar to 
a utility.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Cloud Computing

Computer Vision is the science that aims to give 
a similar, if not better, capability to a machine or 
computer than is possessed by human beings. 
Computer Vision is concerned with the automatic 
extraction, analysis, and understanding of useful 
information from a single image or sequence of 
images.

Example: Microsoft Kinect

Technology

Source: Universiti Teknologi Malaysia

Computer Vision

Crowdsourcing refers to the practice of obtaining 
information or input by enlisting the services of 
a large number of people, either paid or unpaid, 
typically via the Internet.

Examples: Google Forms, SurveyMonkey

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Crowdsourcing

Data Visualization is a general term that describes 
any effort to help people understand the 
significance of data by placing it in a visual context.

Technology

Source: TechTarget

Data Visualization
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Digital Fabrication is a type of manufacturing 
process where the machine used is controlled by a 
computer.

Examples: 3D printing, laser cutting, CNC milling

Technology

Source: Opendesk

Digital Fabrication

A remote-controlled pilotless aircraft.

Examples: Hobby quadcopter, military drone, self- 
piloting passenger taxi, cargo delivery drone

Technology

Drones

An Electric Motor is an electrical machine that 
converts electrical energy into mechanical energy.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Electric Motors

Encryption is the process of converting information 
or data into a code, especially in order to prevent 
unauthorized access.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Encryption
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Facial Recognition is a biometric method of 
identifying an individual by comparing live capture 
or digital image data with the stored record for that 
person.

Technology

Source: TechTarget

Facial Recognition

Fibre-Optic Cables are used most often in 
communication systems, where they permit 
transmission over longer distances and at higher 
bandwidths (data rates) than wire cables.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Fibre-Optic Cable

Geofencing refers to the use of GPS or RFID 
technology to create a virtual geographic boundary, 
enabling software to trigger a response when a 
mobile device enters or leaves a particular area.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Geofencing

Interface with computers using gestures of the 
human body, typically hand movements. In gesture 
recognition technology, a camera reads the 
movements of the human body and communicates 
the data to a computer that uses the gestures as 
input to control devices or applications.

Technology

Source: Webopedia

Gesture Interface
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GPS, which stands for Global Positioning System, 
is a radio navigation system that allows land, sea, 
and airborne users to determine their exact location, 
velocity, and time, 24 hours a day, in all weather 
conditions, anywhere in the world.

Technology

Source: Quizlet

GPS

Haptic Feedback utilizes the sense of touch in a user 
interface to provide information to the user.

Examples: Pager motors, videogame controllers, 
Pixel 2 squeeze

Technology

Haptic Feedback

High-Speed Transportation usually refers to a type of 
rail transport that operates significantly faster than 
traditional rail traffic, using an integrated system 
of specialized rolling stock, dedicated tracks, 
and/or magnetic levitation. Future implementations 
may include closed tube systems that produce a 
partial vacuum in order to reduce air friction and 
attain high speeds.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

High-Speed Transportation

Indoor Hydroponic Farming consists of cultivating 
plants in water rather than soil. It allows for 
gardening in small spaces year round.

Technology

Indoor Hydroponic Farming
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LED Lighting is a highly efficient, long lasting, and 
environmentally friendly light source.

Technology

Source: Philips

LED Lighting

Machine Learning is a type of artificial intelligence 
that provides computers with the ability to learn 
without being explicitly programmed. The process of 
machine learning is similar to that of data mining.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Machine Learning (ML)

Mobile Devices perform many of the functions of 
a personal computer, leveraging a touchscreen 
interface and battery to provide custom applications 
with Internet access on the go.

Examples: iPhone, Google Pixel, Samsung Galaxy S

Technology

Mobile Devices

Modular Prefabricated Housing consists of multiple 
sections of housing that are constructed at an off-
site facility and then delivered to the intended site 
of use. They may be used for long-term, temporary, 
or permanent facilities, such as construction sites, 
schools and classrooms, civilian and military 
housing, and industrial facilities.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Modular Prefabricated Housing
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Near-Field Communication is a short-range wireless 
connectivity standard that uses magnetic field 
induction to enable communication between devices 
when they’re touched together, or brought within a 
few centimeters of each other.

Technology

Source: TechTarget

Near-Field Communication (NFC)

Data that can be freely used, reused, and 
redistributed by anyone—subject only to the 
requirement that users attribute the source.

Technology

Source: Open Data Handbook

Open Data

OpenStreetMap is a free, editable map of the whole 
world built by volunteers and released with an open-
content license.

Technology

Source: Wiki

OpenStreetMap (OSM)

Peer-to-Peer Lending is the practice of lending 
money to individuals or businesses through online 
services that match lenders with borrowers.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Peer-to-Peer (P2P) Lending
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The Physical Web is an open approach to enable 
quick and seamless interactions with physical 
objects and locations.

Technology

Source: Physical Web

Physical Web

Progressive Web Apps are web applications that use 
the latest web technologies. Progressive Web Apps, 
also known as Installable Web Apps or Hybrid Web 
Apps, are regular web pages or websites, but can 
appear to the user like traditional applications or 
native mobile applications. PWAs combine features 
offered by modern browsers with the benefits of the 
mobile experience.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Progressive Web App (PWA)

A machine-readable code consisting of an array of 
black-and-white squares, typically used for storing 
URLs or other information for reading by the camera 
on a smartphone.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

QR Code

The Quantified Self, also known as lifelogging, uses 
technology to acquire data on aspects of a person’s 
daily life in terms of inputs (food consumed, quality 
of surrounding air), states (mood, arousal, blood 
oxygen levels), and performance, whether mental or 
physical.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Quantified Self

39



BACK

A Self-Driving Vehicle (also known as a driverless or 
autonomous vehicle) is a car capable of sensing its 
environment and navigating without human input.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Self-Driving Vehicles

Sensor is a device that detects or measures 
a physical property and records, indicates, or 
otherwise responds to it.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Sensors

SMS is also called texting or text messaging. SMS 
messages or “texts” are usually sent from one 
mobile phone to another, but can also be sent from 
some home phones.

Technology

SMS (Short Message Service)

A Social Network is a dedicated website or other 
application that enables users to communicate 
with each other by posting information, comments, 
messages, images, etc.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Social Network
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Solutions for capturing and storing large amounts 
of energy, such as home batteries that charge 
during off-peak hours, or solar and wind farms that 
supplement the greater energy system.

Technology

Energy Capture & Storage

A TTY is a special device that lets people who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or speech-impaired use the 
telephone to communicate by allowing them to type 
messages back and forth to one another instead of 
talking and listening. A TTY is required at both ends 
of the conversation in order to communicate.

Technology

Source: Canadian Security Intelligence Service

TTY (Teletypewriter)

Urban Farming, urban agriculture, or urban 
gardening is the practice of cultivating, processing, 
and distributing food in or around a village, town, or 
city. It can often take the form of a social movement 
for sustainable communities.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Urban Farming

Vending Machines are machines that dispense 
small articles such as food, drinks, or cigarettes in 
exchange for payment.

Technology

Vending Machines
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Streaming Media refers to music or video consumed 
in “real time” instead of downloading a file to your 
computer and watching it later. With Internet videos 
and webcasts of live events, there is no file to 
download—just a continuous stream of data.

Technology

Streaming Media

Virtual Reality is an artificial environment that is 
created with software and presented to the user 
in such a way that the user suspends belief and 
accepts it as a real environment. On a computer, 
virtual reality is primarily experienced through two of 
the five senses: sight and sound.

Technology

Source: TechTarget

Virtual Reality (VR)

A Voice-User Interface, or VUI, makes interaction 
with computers possible through a voice platform, 
allowing the user to initiate an automated service 
or process. A VUI is the interface to any speech 
application.

Examples: Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Siri

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Voice-User Interface (VUI)

A facility allowing computers, smartphones, or other 
devices to connect to the Internet or communicate 
with one another wirelessly within a particular area.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

WiFi
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A website that allows collaborative editing of its 
content and structure by its users.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

Wiki

A Wind Farm is an area of land with a group of 
energy-producing windmills or wind turbines.

Technology

Wind Farm

A Wireless Mesh Network is a communications 
network made up of radio nodes organized in a 
mesh topology. It is also a form of wireless ad hoc 
network. Wireless mesh networks often consist of 
mesh clients, mesh routers, and gateways.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Wireless Mesh Network (WMN)

A Virtual Personal Assistant is a software agent that 
can perform tasks or services for an individual.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Virtual Personal Assistant
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Wearable Technology refers to smart electronic 
devices that can be worn on the body as implants or 
accessories.

Technology

Source: Wikipedia

Wearable Technology

The Sharing Economy refers to an economic system 
in which assets or services are shared between 
private individuals, either free or for a fee, typically 
by means of the Internet.

Technology

Source: Oxford Dictionaries

The Sharing Economy

44



FRONT

Scenario

Scenario

Scenario

Scenario
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Scenario

A lecture series is taking place 
at the city public library.

Scenario

After a particularly cold winter, 
potholes in the city are rampant.

Scenario

A local bar’s liquor licence is 
suspended due to underage 
serving.

Scenario

Prolonged drought causes 
severe water shortages.
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Scenario

A strain of mad cow disease 
surfaces on a nearby farm.

Scenario

A lakefront redevelopment 
encroaches on an existing 
wildlife habitat.

Scenario

It is adopt-a-puppy day at the 
local animal shelter.

Scenario

A lack of homecare nurses 
results in a health crisis.
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Scenario

A heat wave in the city is 
resulting in high AC usage, 
causing brownouts.

Scenario

Unusually severe seasonal 
weather is increasing the 
likelihood of tornados.

Scenario

A sewage tank bursts, causing 
a terrible odour near the local 
community centre.

Scenario

A town hall meeting is taking 
place to discuss urban 
infringement on agricultural 
land.
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Scenario

A pedestrian is hit by a city bus.

Scenario

There is a huge influx of 
residents to the city, increasing 
the municipal population.

Scenario

A panel is taking place at a 
public library to discuss financial 
literacy.

Scenario

Justin Bieber is playing a free 
concert.
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Scenario

High schools are busy with 
seasonal flu vaccinations.

Scenario

The police department issues 
body cameras to all of their 
officers.

Scenario

Toll highways are displacing 
traffic onto city streets.

Scenario

Identity theft cases are rapidly 
increasing.
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Scenario

The federal government officially 
legalizes Marijuana.

Scenario

A municipal playground has 
fallen into disrepair.

Scenario

Flooding from high rainfall 
forces schools in the affected 
area to close.

Scenario

An amber alert is issued after 
a child is abducted from a 
schoolyard.
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Scenario

Daily rush hour congestion is 
significantly extending commute 
times.

Scenario

Jobs in the service industry are 
increasingly difficult to live off 
of.

Scenario

There is a steep increase in 
electric car ownership.

Scenario

The city council imposes a 
congestion charge on vehicles to 
ease traffic.
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Scenario

City buses are crowded at peak 
hours and empty at midday.

Scenario

Attendance at municpal town 
halls is declining.

Scenario

A large underground shopping 
centre is difficult to navigate.

Scenario

A local fire truck is being retired.
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Scenario

There is a series of residential 
break-ins.

Scenario

The biweekly farmers market 
decides to include musicians for 
the first time.

Scenario

Mounting density in a 
neighbourhood creates a street 
parking shortage.

Scenario

It’s the night of an elementary 
school’s annual parent-teacher 
conference.
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Scenario

The underage use of 
e-cigarettes is on the rise.

Scenario

Coyotes have killed several small 
dogs in the area.

Scenario

It’s election time, and signs are 
popping up on personal and 
public properties.

Scenario

A massive ice storm has left 
the majority of the city without 
power for over 24 hours.
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Scenario

The mad scramble for summer 
camp registration has begun.

Scenario

The unemployment rate 
skyrockets.

Scenario

Bike accidents increase on a 
road with newly installed bike 
lanes.

Scenario

Laneways are impacted by litter 
from passersby.
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Scenario

An undetected flaw in the water 
supply system causes an E. coli 
outbreak.

Scenario

A record-breaking snowfall 
leaves streets and sidewalks 
impassable.

Scenario

Pride parade festivities are 
underway.

Scenario

A music venue is struggling to 
stay in business.
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Scenario

A proposed housing development 
causes an uproar.

Scenario

A recently formed committee on 
urban renewal is 100% male.

Scenario

Graffiti tags are defacing more 
and more local businesses.

Scenario

A high school track-and-field 
event has brought hundreds of 
people to the neighbourhood 
school grounds.
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Scenario

Increased foot traffic in a city 
park impacts the local wildlife.

Scenario

An invasive beetle is spreading 
rapidly, killing maple trees.

Scenario

A new community garden 
opens, but the demand for plots 
persists.

Scenario

The local landfill reaches 
capacity 10 years earlier than 
predicted.
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Scenario

An abnormally violent hurricane 
season is impeding the 
transportation of oil to North 
America.

Scenario

The city passes legislation 
permitting self-driving vehicles 
on roadways.

Scenario

Residents in low-income 
neighbourhoods are being 
displaced due to redevelopment.

Scenario

A construction site blocks 
access to sidewalks, impacting 
local businesses.
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Scenario

Students are graduating with 
higher debt loads than ever 
before.

Scenario

A historical building is being 
significantly adapted for 
redevelopment.

Scenario

Road construction produces 
chaos during people’s morning 
commute.

Scenario

A new attraction increases noise 
levels in a residential area.
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Scenario

After hosting the Olympic 
Games, a city is challenged with 
repurposing its venues.

Scenario

Rapidly increasing rent is 
producing an affordability crisis.

Scenario

A new flu strain produces long 
wait times at the hospital.

Scenario

City Hall is allowing the rezoning 
of laneways for residential use.
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Scenario

The number of people affected 
by the opioid crisis is increasing.

Scenario

Tourists are having trouble 
finding public washrooms.

Scenario

Residents are soliciting ideas 
to save their local community 
centre.

Scenario

A person experiences 
anaphylaxis for the first time.
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Scenario

Local animals are ingesting toxic 
waste.

Scenario

A successful bid for the 
Olympics leads to several 
controvertial development 
projects.

Scenario

Reports of gender discrimination 
in the technology sector have 
increased.

Scenario

Construction results in 
temporary changes to a transit 
route, forcing riders to transfer 
onto other lines.
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Scenario

A newly erected safe injection 
site provokes controversy.

Scenario

Noise pollution is causing 
neighbourhood-wide sleep 
deprivation.

Scenario

Several pay-day loan shops open 
up in the neighbourhood.

Scenario

The city installs genderless 
washrooms, but some residents 
say they are uncomfortable 
using them.
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Scenario

The city makes a bid to host the 
new headquarters of a major 
corporation, sparking debate.

Scenario

There is a shooting in a public 
space.

Scenario

Bees aren’t pollinating.

Scenario

A grocery store closes, causing a 
food desert in the neighborhood.
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Scenario

A neighbourhood high school is 
closing, requiring kids to travel 
across the city to get to school.

Scenario

An incident of workplace 
harassment occurs, involving 
multiple staff.

Scenario

The availability of rental units 
plunges after the city permits 
short-term rentals.

Scenario

Unusually high levels of lake 
water are closing access to the 
public beach.
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Scenario

The cost of pharmaceuticals is 
rapidly increasing.

Scenario

The land surrounding a recently 
closed church is being made 
available to the community for 
farming.

Scenario

A popular new music venue on 
the local main street is keeping 
neighbours up at night.

Scenario

The transit system is 
overcrowded due to 
construction on an adjacent line.
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Scenario

An airborne illness is rapidly 
spreading across the city.

Scenario

A series of assaults causes 
people to avoid public places at 
night.

Scenario

A citywide health crisis is 
requiring a large response from 
the city.

Scenario

The lighting from downtown 
office buildings is affecting the 
sleep of nearby residents.
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Scenario

A neighbourhood resident is 
stopped by police for the first 
time and is unsure of their 
rights.

Scenario

The city incentivizes the use 
of cargo bikes to reduce lane 
blockage by delivery vehicles.

Scenario

Businesses on the local main 
street are soliciting feedback to 
help make their storefronts more 
accessible.

Scenario

Recent graduates are 
shouldering increasingly large 
debt.
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Scenario

A road rage incident at a major 
intersection blocks multiple 
lanes of traffics.

Scenario

A local dining establishment is 
hiring.

71



Response Response

72

FRONT



73

BACK

Draw or write your solution in the box below.

User                                                                                                                                          
Technology                                                                                                                                        
Scenario                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                  

Response

Draw or write your solution in the box below.

User                                                                                                                                          
Technology                                                                                                                                        
Scenario                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                  

Response

BACK
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Draw or write your solution in the box below.

User                                                                                                                                          
Technology                                                                                                                                        
Scenario                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                  

Response

Draw or write your solution in the box below.

User                                                                                                                                          
Technology                                                                                                                                        
Scenario                                                                                
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